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Effect of Close Planting on the Growth, Yield, and Fruit Quality
of the Fig Tree (Ficus carica L. ) after Frost and Cold Damage

Nobuyuki KADOWAKI, Nobuaki SEKINE, Kengi EBASHI and Kazuo TAHIRA
Summary

We studied the effects of close planting cultivation on the growth and yield of the fig tree ‘Masui Dauphine’ after
frost and cold damage in Ibaraki prefecture. When fig trees are subjected to low temperatures (below -8°C) for long
periods between winter and spring, the ground part of the trees withered due to the hardest frost and cold damage
in both close planting cultivation and straight line training cultivation (normal method) was observed. In that year
of frost and cold damage, the yield of the close planting cultivation was not sufficient but was still greater than
that of the straight-line training cultivation. In addition, after that year of frost and cold damage, the yield of close
planting cultivation recovered quickly, and the tree branches were able to grow sufficiently. Thus, if regular buds

of fig branches are not sufficiently available after frost and cold damage, the same yield and fruit quality may be

obtained by using non-regular buds.
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