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Effect of Close Planting on the Yield and Fruit Quality of the Japanese pear,Kousui

Hidenori ICHIGE, Akira SHIMIZU, Kazuo TAHIRA
Summary

This study aimed to ascertain the effect of close planting of the Japanese pear ‘Kousut’
ability to reach a standard yield (3,000 kg/10a) immediately after replanting, without thinning.

The results of planting sufficient density plants of 115 lines per 10 a with single-stem training
demonstrated that a higher plant yield was obtained early (sixth year of planting) and thinning was not
required.

The examination results of the training of the second primary scaffold branch demonstrated that double-
stem and single-stem training of the planting of 115 lines per 10 a was excellent in view of the pruning
effort and yield performance. Double-stem training of planting 154 lines per 10 a resulted in high yield;
however, the pruning effort took its toll.

Maintenance of the tree crown was difficult in terms of planting in 154 lines per 10 a. Therefore, we
examined the effect of thinning on the yield and quality of the pear. Double-stem training of the tree
crown expansion was especially faster, and maintenance without thinning was difficult. Planting 154
lines per 10 a without thinning generated high yields; however, the annual range was higher. On the

other hand, we were able to obtain the standard yield in the second year after thinning.
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